
Hermitage Academy Parent Council      Dec 2016 

 

Letter to Parents 

 

Hermitage Academy Parent Council would like to take the opportunity to welcome 

the Hermitage Academy consultation and highlight the important points in relation to 

the Curriculum Pathways given the changes to the Senior Phase (S4-6).  The PC 

would also wish to highlight the importance for all year groups to understand the 

background to the Senior Phase course selection.  

Working through the requirements of Curriculum for Excellence; it’s important to 

consider the outcome of recent reviews and bear these in mind when considering 

different options.    

The HAPC have reviewed the findings from the Reform Scotland Review of Nat4/5 

implementation.  The PC would advise parents to take the time to read this 

document.  There are Fast Facts so not a lengthy read but will help set the scene, 

with a good overview if you are visiting what National 4/5s are for the first time.  

The full document can be found here: https://reformscotland.com/wp-

content/uploads/2016/05/Reform-Scotland-National-4s-and-5s-Unintended-

Consequences-May-2016.pdf  

Very helpfully the school have provided the Education Scotland Guidance on the 

Broad General Education (S1-3) and the progression from the Junior School to the 

Senior Phase.  Again this is an valuable read and highlights key considerations, 

about progression and importantly the number of courses in S4 and beyond.    The 

full document can be found here : 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningandteaching/thecurriculum/whatiscurric

ulumforexcellence/keydocs/letterandguidance2016.asp  

It is for the school in consultation with staff, pupils and parents to set the framework 

to achieve the outcomes of Curriculum for Excellence.  The PC having listened to the 

parent forum believe that this framework must provide sufficient flexibility to ensure 

we have no glass ceiling on the attainment of our young people regardless of what 

level that is, with the support and continued efforts by the excellent teaching staff we 

have within Hermitage Academy.   

The Parent Council can be contacted via email or to request inclusion in the PC 

distribution list:  haparentcouncil@hotmail.com or via our Facebook Page.  
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